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going to be less likely to make suggestions to the judges
that maybe what they did in this particular instance was
wrong and I think the basic purpose of a private reprimand
is to notify the judges that to say, listen, we don't like
it when you go out and do this in public or when you do this
in the courtroom. And I think if you pass this law and it
is made public, I don't think in the future you are going to
have those type of reprimands and for that basis I will not
be suppor t i n g L R 23 5 . T han k y o u .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . Chairman a nd members o f the
Legislature, I believe that everybody who has spoken has
g iven an o p i n i o n w h i c h c o u l d h a v e v a l i d i t y bu t a dec i s i on i s
going to have to be made one way or the other when we vote.
I don't know whether the vote today, whether it is yea or
nay, will be the final vote that will be taken. I don' t
know whether the v ote that a person gives today will
necessarily be the one they will give all the way across the
board but when we talk about the duty of public officials
and disclosure of actions to be taken against those public
officials it may be a good idea for this Legislature to look
at a l l pu b l i c of f i c i al s w h o may br e ac h t h e i r dut y i n some
respect. Senator Von Minden, before you go I would like to
ask you a question. After, so that this can be in the
record, after we know what a judge who was accused may have
done, what should follow then with that judge? Should that
j ust en d i t ? I s t h at al l you a re an t i c i pa t i n g i n yo u r bi l l ,
just notify the person of what has been done and whatever
punishment is imposed is accepted?

SENATOR VON MINDEN: Well, Senator Chambers, my bill doesn' t
change the way it is now, the way they reprimand them.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I know but I mean you are only interested
in knowing what is decided by the Commission. For example,
if a judge is found to have used his position to gain favors
from a female defendant and it is established that he did
that and the Commission wants to only reprimand him and
nothing more, would you be concerned about the type of
punishment imposed or you only want to know what punishment
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